What an Experience!
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Pictured above: A circuit that the students built on the course.

When I first heard about the course in Micro-electronics engineering in UCC, I realised what an amazing opportunity it would be.  I didn’t fell as confident on the first day, having missed the first week, but my fears were soon quenched.  Smiles were issued to me as I was introduced to my teacher, Sarah and fellow course members.  The first day, my head was filled with the basics of micro-electronics.  Some things I recognised – resistors, diodes but some were scarily new.  AND Gares, capacitors and truth tables.  We learn about circuits in school but I never had the chance to simulate a circuit on a computer and then build it until now.
When I shared my idea for the Young Scientist competition with our teacher, Sarah, I was immediately bombarded with ideas and enthusiasm.  My idea was that by using infra red and micro chips, I would be able to monitor the speeds of cars and issue an automatic ticket to any car that breaks the speed limit.  Everyone spent the next few days researching on the Internet and simulating the circuits we would need.  I will never forget my first day in the lab.  It was a new and exhilarating experience.  Things like resistors which, up until then, I had only read about, sprang to life before my eyes.  For the first couple of days, stripping wires was a skill that I hadn’t mastered.  By the end of the course, I could do it in my sleep!!

For the next few weeks, my circuit came together – a 555 timer, 2 counters, 2 decoders, 2 seven segment displays, an op-amp, infra-red and a clock combined with resistors, transistors and lengths of wire until the last day crept up on me.  So for the end of the course, we had a demonstration of our projects and a party.  I didn’t want it to end.  A whole new world was opened up to me and the hands-on experience was incredible.  Not only that, but I made new friends that I spent every lunch with – eating out or just sitting at “our bench”.  We had so much fun all the time with our amazing teachers, Sarah and Keith or just helping each other out when the circuits weren’t working, “even though it was working a minute ago”!!!  

So finally, I’d like to thank Sarah and Keith for having the patience of saints and all their effort to make the course a good experience; fellow course members for being such fun; Ms O’Mahony for helping us become part of this and the members of UCC department of micro-electronic engineering for giving me the opportunity to experience this.  Words cannot explain how much I loved this course and what I considered the best 5 weeks of summer!

